Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!!!

January 6, 2003
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Christmas dinner at Sunbergs – Chuck, Carla, Olga Shatalova, Christy, Tim Wetmore, Katya (Tim’s fiancé), Tanya and Davide Cantarella and Cara.

Dear Family and Friends,

Greetings from Moscow where today it is Christmas Eve!  Tomorrow we will pile in the church van and drive to Viazma (3 hrs. west of Moscow) for a Christmas service.  

It has been another incredibly busy year.  When we sit down and try to review what’s happened, it’s almost overwhelming.  Here are just a few highlights:

· New Year 2002 was spent in Ukraine with the Skinner and Wright families.  We had a great time.  Christa was off at the European Youth Congress and so wasn’t with the family this time.  It’s strange having the girls grow up and start to do some of their own things.  She enjoyed the Youth Congress and has made many new friends.

· In January we all traveled to Florida for our Partnership meeting.  This was a special time because Chuck’s mom, Thelma came down and spent some time with us.  It was special just enjoying family and talking together.

· Carla continues her studies at NTS.  She went in January and again in June to attend classes.  She’s hoping to just go two more times and hopes to graduate by May 2004.  The classes have been a real time of learning, stretching and growth.  It’s been especially exciting to get to know our CIS students better as we live and study together.

· Chuck taught “Doctrine of Holiness” in Volgograd in February and then again in the summer out at the Youth Center.  He had over 50 students total in this class.  He is still grading papers (.  The class was a time of real spiritual growth for the students on the Field.

· Dr. and Mrs. Cunningham came to Russia in March for our District Assemblies.  Three of our pastors were ordained in Volgograd.  This was a time of rejoicing for all of us.  

· We tried our hand at skiing over spring break.  Chuck promised to take lessons and give it one last try.  Carla has promised to never bug him about skiing ever again.  Somehow the message just doesn’t get from his brain to his body that he’s supposed to turn.  It’s much safer having him in the lodge reading a book!  Carla and the girls are content to have him meet them at the bottom of the hill.

· The girls both played on the school basketball team.  It was their first year playing basketball and they had much to learn.  Christy is tall enough that if she just stands under the basket she’s pretty intimidating to the other team.  Cara is scrappy and she learns to steal the ball.  The Russian teams they play against are pretty rough so watching them play is not real pretty.  They’ve learned to be feisty.

· Carla hosted another Medical Work and Witness team.  They started in St. Petersburg, traveled to Moscow and on down to Volgograd.  A policeman tried to harass the team and Carla stood up to him, almost getting herself thrown off the train.  We live and learn (  We are very excited that Roxanne Alexander will be coming to the Field in February to take over the responsibilities of Compassionate Ministries.  She will lead the medical team this coming year.

· The CIS Youth Congress in Kyiv was a real blessing.  Only Chuck was able to attend from the family.  The Congress was scheduled during the Russian May-Day holidays.  Unfortunately, the American kids don’t get those holidays and the girls were having exams during those days.  They were disappointed that they could not attend.

· The girls both played softball in the spring.  They were on the same team together this year.  Cara was bummed that she’s too old to play regular baseball with the boys and had to move onto the girls’ softball team.  However, it was fun for us as parents to have both girls on the same team together.

· The girls say that the highlight of their year was working at the different summer camps.  They really felt like they were missionaries working for God, too!  They got to know so many children and worked on their Russian language skills.  It was tiring, often dirty and a lot of hard work, but they enjoyed it.  They called Moscow one night to tell us that there were five of them staying in one apartment with no running water.  They were happy to get home and take showers.

· Chuck and Carla spent much of the summer at the dachas and helping with Work and Witness teams.  Roy and Caroline Campbell our dear Work and Witness coordinators went home last year and so we had the blessing of filling in.  While Work and Witness is a lot of work, it’s also a real blessing.  It seems that one day while mixing cement, Chuck got the idea he would grow a beard while doing all this construction work.  Some of you have heard now that he has this little goatee thing.  Some love it, some hate it.  Rumor is it isn’t going to last long.  However, it’s lasted since the Work and Witness season.

· Chuck and Carla simultaneously hosted Work and Witness and over 60 students at the Youth Center south of Moscow.  The girls came and visited us whenever they were able to be in town.  It was such a blessing getting to know these students better.  Some of them brought their children with them too and as we lived and fellowshipped together, we grew to love them all more and more.  Of course, we did get tired of some things like – liver!  The cook in the kitchen kept trying to convince us that everyone would love it.  It was served in a number of different disguises and didn’t fool anyone.  Even when Carla tried to sell it as Beef Stroganoff.

· Probably the highlight of the fall was the annual Pastor’s Conference followed by the 10-year anniversary of the church in Russia.  Dr. William Greathouse came to speak and was such a blessing to all of us.  It was wonderful that Christy and Cara could spend time with him and get to know him as well.

· After the 10th anniversary Carla had her fall “NCM Road Trip” which seemed to take her to the ends of the earth.  It was an exciting trip seeing parts of the work that she had never seen before.  She made it out to the village of Berezhnaya Volya in Western Ukraine where they slept in the cold in a house with no indoor plumbing.  One is careful about how much tea one drinks.  There are consequences!  From Ukraine she traveled into Armenia and up to Gyumri where we have our first church.  The trip back to the capital was very interesting as they traveled on an old Soviet road that looked like someone had thrown grenades all over it.  The two hour trip took four.  All the while we were looking at the border with Turkey.  It was obvious – there was barbed wire and look out posts with machine guns pointed our way (.  

· Chuck’s fall road-trip took him to Kazakhstan.  First of all he was with Michael Park in the north and then they flew down to Almaty where we have two new churches.  Days were spent waiting for information about their continued trip on to Tadjikistan.  Visas are not easy to obtain but someone was to be provided for them on arrival in Almaty.  Also, we were told there no plane tickets available for nearly a month to Tadjikistan.  However, if you knew the right people you might be able to get one.  Eventually we got our tickets and our visas and left for Dushanbe, Tadjikistan on the day we had planned.  This country borders Afganistan and we have a young lady that lives there and wants to help us in starting our work.  

· Thanksgiving was a special time with our missionary family from around the Field.  The girls love getting to be with their friends.  The fathers all entertained us by presenting us with a Russian cultural event.  It was exciting.

· Moscow First Church celebrated Christmas on December 24.  We had a beautiful Christmas service with a packed out church.  It is exciting every year to see how the people have grown and developed.  Christy and Cara often help out now with the worship team at church.  

This note has been far too long.  It’s hard to condense our year!  We love you all and appreciate your prayers and support so very much.  May you have a terrific new year and may God bless you all, in all that you do!

Love,
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Chuck, Carla, Christy and Cara Sunberg

